Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.067; wR factor = 0.175; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.8.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 15 H 14 ClN 3 O 6 , contains two independent molecules. The imidazole rings are oriented with respect to the benzene rings at dihedral angles of 19.66 (3) and 21.64 (3) . In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into infinite chains.
Related literature
For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . angles between them are A/B = 19.66 (3)° and C/D = 21.64 (3)°.
In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into infinite chains ( Fig.   2 ), in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure.
For the preparation of the title conpound, ornidazole (14.6 g, 66 mmol), phthalic anhydride (11.8 g, 80 mmol), acetone (80 ml) and pyridine (6 ml) were added into a three-necked round-bottom flask (250 ml) fitted with a mechanical stirrer and a reflux condensing tube. The mixture was stirred until the solids were completely dissolved, and heated to reflux for about 7 h, and then the reaction was stopped and the mixture was cooled. After filtration of the mixture under vacuum, the colorless deposition was obtained (yield; 18 g, 74%). Suitable crystals for X-ray analysis were obtained by dissolving the title compound (0.1 g) in dry methanol (5 ml), and then allowing the solution to evaporate slowly at room temperature for about 12 d.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with O00-H = 0.82 Å (for OH), C-00H = 0.93, 0.98, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aromatic, methine, methylene and methyl H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,O), where x = 1.5 for OH and methyl H, and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.037
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 26.0º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.5º 
